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One: The Matn

At each level, the student will have a specific text which will be taught by the teacher.
It is vital for the student to memorise, understand, summarise and revise this text.
If one engages in this then this will impact their method of learning and they will
achieve the outcome they are looking to achieve. However, if a student jumps from
one book to another then this will weaken their precision in the science.

If a student wants to study a book with a teacher then it is upon them to fully
understand that book before proceeding to the next level. If the student follows this
advice then they will notice a change for the better and appreciate the outcome.



Two: Memorisation

It is vital for a student to give importance to memorisation. Memorisation is
categorised into two:

1. Verbatim memorisation e.g. of the Qur’an and Hadith. These are memorised
verbatim and therefore require frequent repetition until they are firmly rooted
in one’s memory and heart.

2. Abstract memorisation; where one memorises the overall meaning and can
paraphrase a text. This comes from frequent reading and revising.

The books that we advised for memorisation will require verbatim memorisation,
however, the lessons wherein one is not required to memorise the text, we expect the
student to have an overall understanding where they can inform us of its contexts
and key points from memory.

Many students ask the question: How can I attain memorisation?

s -

This question was posed to the great Imam Muhammad Ibn Ismail al-Bukhari (5iz;

and he was the right person for this question as the Scholars state that he had
photographic memory. When asked regarding this he said:

" i)l daghteg Joryll dag oo Jakoel) il s elel "

“I do not know of anything more beneficial for memorisation than the aspirations of the man and
consistent looking [at knowledge]”?

These two qualities are required from the student of knowledge; the hunger for
knowledge and to research in the books and verify information. An individual who is
always asking the right questions and is with the people of knowledge will gain
significantly.

! Tarikh al-Islam by al-Dhahabi 6/148



Three: Progression

A student should not progress to the next stage or move to another book [in the same
science] until they have a good understanding of the book that they had studied and
have revised it.

At the AMAU student of knowledge programme there is no time limit. Therefore, a
patient can take their time and study each book properly. My advice is that a student
does not progress from one book to another until they have mastery over it. Some
students of knowledge want to finish quickly to be distinct from their remaining
colleagues and for people to say: that brother has finished all these books. This is
not good for a student of knowledge if they do not understand that particular book.
Therefore, if one is studying a particular book in ‘Aqidah then they should not
progress until they have precision and understand it well.



Four: Comprehensive Book

It is important for a student of knowledge to choose a comprehensive book in each
field which they use as a backbone for the science and return back to it whenever
needed.

At the AMAU student of knowledge programme, we have selected the book that we
will utilise for each science and make as a reference book.

The following are some examples:
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Tawhid: Fath al-Majid by ‘Abd al-Rahman Ibn Hassan Ibn Muhammad Ibn
‘Abd al-Wahhab. This book is an explanation of Kitab al-Tawhid.

. ‘Aqidah: Sharh ‘Aqgidah al-Tahawiyyah by Ibn Abi’l Izz al-Hanafi.
. Figh (Shafi1): Minhaj by al-Nawaw1 with the explanation of al-Haytam1 or al-

Ramli.

Usul al-Figh: Jam’ al-Jawami’ by al-Subki with the explanation of Jalal al-Din
al-Mahalli.

Tafsir: Tafsir Ibn Kathir or Tafsir al-Baghawi.

Nahw and Sarf: Sharh alfiyyah by Ibn ‘Aqil.

Balaghah: ‘Uqud al-Jumman by al-Suyutti.

Mustalah al-Hadith: Sharh alfiyyah al-TIraqi by al-Sakhawi.

Sharh al-Hadith: Sharh ‘Umdatu al-Ahkam by Ibn Dagqiq al-Id or Subul al-
Salam by al-San’ani. If one is advanced then they can add: Fath al-Bari by Ibn
Hajar and Sharh Sahih Muslim by al-Nawawi.



Five: Revision

It is vital for a student of knowledge to revise. Many students of knowledge attend a
class, listen, take notes but then place their notebooks on a shelf until it collects
dust and then they take it to the next lesson without reviewing.

As the AMAU classes are pre-recorded a student can take their time. If they have not
revised the previous lesson then they should only listen to the next lesson when they
have reviewed their notes and understood the lesson.

I encourage the brothers to revise with their brothers and likewise for the sisters. It
is extremely beneficial to revise matters and to compete with one another in these
affairs. There is a lot that a student can learn from their peers. As the Scholars would
say:

||"‘. ll " Oﬁe l "u
“Knowledge is amongst the students”

Sometimes a student can explain a matter better than the teacher and this may aid
ones understanding. Therefore, one should try their best to look for brothers in their
locality or online to revise with.



Six: Reading

In the AMAU programme, myself and Shaykh Muhammad Tim will suggest a reading
guide for the students. This is for the student to read in their spare time. These are
important books to read and when reading one has to perform these three affairs to
ensure that they understand it:

1. Note the benefits inside the first page of the book
2. Re-write the content page
3. Summarise the book

This demonstrates that the student has understood the book and is therefore able to
remove any repetitions of the Shaykh. Furthermore, it allows the student to review
the book easily when it comes to researching different matters as they can refer to
their content page. These are factors which distinguish between a normal and elite
student of knowledge.



Seven: Returning Subsidiary Matters to their Foundation

The student of knowledge should put importance on returning matters to their origin.
For example, the Scholars have disputes in subsidiary matters and it is upon the
student to find out the source of differing. What principles do these Scholars agree
upon and where are they differing?

For example, Allah (I:3¢) said:

O1s g B @35 5o 1355 O kel 23 UGS lal 23 Lo 14030 g BB s Olad
46 Gl HE D

“If you anticipate a split between them, appoint a mediator from his family and another from hers. If
they desire reconciliation, Allah will restore harmony between them. Surely Allah is All-Knowing, All-
Aware.”?

If there is a dispute between a husband and wife then Allah states that a
representative should be chosen from both sides. They will then discuss the matter.
Regarding this, the Scholars have disputed whether it is obligatory or optional to
follow the ruling the two representatives agree upon.

In this scenario, the student of knowledge needs to return the matter to its original
root of the difference. In this case, the root of the difference stems from whether the
two representatives are mere representatives or are considered judges. The Scholars
who see them as judges will say it is obligatory to be followed and those who see
them as representatives will stay that it is optional to follow them. This is the root of
the difference. When a student of knowledge is able to bring a matter of difference to
the root of dispute it will strengthen the student and they will rarely contradict
themselves in issues.

2 al-Jumu’ah: 35



Eight: Strange Opinions
The student of knowledge should stay away from strange and odd views from strange

people. It is a must for a student to tread upon the way of the Scholars and the people
of knowledge. Opposing the verdicts of the Scholars in one’s era is an evil matter.

Nine: Excessive Reading Whilst Neglecting Classes and Mutun

A student of knowledge should refrain from going overboard in their reading and
research when they are not focussing on their classes and key Mutin. For example,
for a student to read Majmu al-Fatawa whilst they have not taken the key texts that
are being studies in the classes. This is not the correct methodology.

It is upon the student of knowledge to gain a deep understanding of each science via
the Muttun which have been specifically chosen and once the teachers are happy
then we will advise the students to read books accordingly.

Ten: Muhagqgiqgin
These are the elite scholars who analyse all the different views in issues and came to
a final conclusion. These books will save the student a lot of time and will increase

them in knowledge. We have selected books from each science from authors that are
considered from the Muhaqiqun.

From these books are: the six books of Hadith, Musnad Ahmad, Muwatta Malik, the
books of Ibn Taymiyyah, Ibn al-Qayyim, Ibn Hajar and the A’immah al-Da’wah al-
Najdiyyah and many others.



Eleven: Contemporary Verdicts

The student of knowledge should listen to the verdicts of Scholars from the
contemporary era e.g. Shaykh Ibn Baz, Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaymin and Shaykh al-Albani.
This allows the student of knowledge to understand how the Scholars apply theories
to practical matters.

One can listen to these verdicts when driving and their audio recordings are
available. For example, Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaymin’s Liqa’ bab al-Maftiha and Nur ‘ala
al-Darb. Shaykh al-Albani’s Silsilah al-Huda wal-Nur.

Twelve: Workshops on Benefitting from Books
We will teach some workshops regarding how to read and benefit from books. A
student of knowledge needs to know these matters to truly benefit from the books

that they are reading. These will include questions to the following common
questions:

e What to read?

e What to start with?

e How to choose the best publication?

e How to attain knowledge from a book?

e What is the author’s methodology?

e What order to study an author’s books in?

These are some of the questions that we will answer in these workshops.

Thirteen: Curriculum

The curriculum and methodology chosen is not a revelation from Allah, however, it
is what has been chosen and we are happy with it. A student may see another
programme and jump between various programmes. This wastes the time of a
student and they spend many years seeking knowledge with little benefit. A student
should follow the curriculum which has been set for them and not worry about
anything else. This way they will benefit.

5o~

Ibn al-Qayyim (£iiz5) said:

O (AL g Loy byl cpus 1A ¢l §aad! (e 1ol 1l G @lallg”
".039u> Blelyeg ¢y Joadl (29 diped (B9 dwdlud! coulaill dinelidl ¢ Ladsell dayl )l ¢ gl
“There are six stages to knowledge: firstly: asking questions in a good manner, secondly: remaining

quiet and listening attentively, thirdly: understanding well, fourthly: memorising, fifthly: teaching,
sixthly: and it is its fruit: acting upon the knowledge and keeping to its limits.”?

3 Miftah Dar al-Sa’adah by Ibn al-Qayyim



Fourteen: Procrastination

Beware of procrastination and using tomorrow as an excuse. One is not guaranteed
tomorrow. Thus, the Scholars from the Salaf would say:
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“Procrastination is an army from the armies of Iblis”

Ibn al-Qayyim (4% said:
" oulaodl lgal (uly ot Of"

“Wishful-thinking is the capital wealth of the bankrupt”*

That is how the bankrupt live. Everything for them is left until tomorrow and they
are sitting today doing nothing.

A student of knowledge should not procrastinate. If something needs to be done today
then get it over and done with. This is very important because tomorrow might come
and one is no longer alive.

The poet said:
"wudd iy 3bia Jat ¥** uk Jllogs psdll Jad )3 "
“Do not delay a good action until tomorrow *** perhaps tomorrow will come but you are missing”

Abi Ishaq (51i) said:

"B 19305 1B (o3l 1 udd)l Ui Ge U350 LS"
“A man from ‘Abd al-Qays was asked: Advise me, and he said: Beware of | will”®

V/ -

Hasan al-Basri (&
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“Son of Adam beware of procrastination. For you are in today and not tomorrow. If tomorrows

comes to you then work tomorrow as you worked today. However, if tomorrow does not come, then
you will not regret what you left off today”®

5) would say:

337 i

Yusuf Ibn Asbat (&iiz5) said:

"Gl J& gl 7063 DG 3 o6l A 04 GOl B {3 dah ) 8™

“Muhammad Ibn Samurah al-Saih wrote to me with this letter: O’ my brother, beware of
procrastination overcoming your soul”’

4 Madarij al-Salikin 2/92

5> Qasr al-Amal by lbn Abi Dunya p.140
6 Qasr al-Amal by Ibn Abi Duny3 p.144
7 1qtida al ‘llm al-‘Aml p.114



Procrastination stems from not giving importance to one’s time.

Let us provide some examples of how the Salaf were when it came to guarding their
time.

The leader Yahya Ibn Hubayrah said:
"ai hdele gl olylg *¥* dlaiz Coible (il ESgllg"
“Time is the most worthy to be protected *** but | see it as that which is easiest for you to lose”

al-Sam’ani mentions in his book ‘Adab al-Imla’, that the Scholars did not waste time.
When they would give their lesson, as there were no microphones, the students
would repeat what the teacher mentioned so that the people further back could hear.
In these periods, the teacher would make adhkar. They would benefit from every
second and take this extremely seriously.

Some would say regarding ‘Abdillah Ibn Ahmad (4i%5) said:
"o 31 E)l:é 3i w bY| 4331_) L 430[9"
“By Allah, we never saw him except smiling, reading or researching”
It was said about al-Khatib al-Baghdadi (5iiz)):
"aalllay S sy 39 V) cdasel) oy Lo
“I never saw al-Khatib except in his hand was a book he was reading”

The poet said:
S5 aally S ] Blud *H* Ledlg (550 pLYI Uy yad"
" Sl Cadiall 1 51 Vg *H*  gae A Qlddl 13 WSle Y

“See the days are passing us by, and only *** are we heading to our finality whilst the eyes are
looking

III

For there is no returning of this youth that has passed *** and these grey hairs are not tempora

5o -

Hasan al-Basri ({1iz5) said:
"Slhi) b3 33 Cb3 LB G 7] 55T o3
“son of Adam, you are nothing except days, if your day goes so does part of you”
He also said:
G (S 2978 cdugds shhos (e g W 3 BT 0T ol b 250lag V] 0y2ed 3y pga (oo "
"dalll 05 ) 2581 Y Caae 13)

“There is not a day from the onset of Fajr except it is said: O’ son of Adam, | am a new creation and a
witness over your action, so benefit from me, for when | go; | will not return until the Day of
Judgement”

al-Khalil Ibn Ahmad al-Farahidi — the teacher of Sibawayh said:



lis zyde S a3l 4l col Cdgg gm0 I8 Wi g0 Cdg iBel B s LuldI"
"dd] AS Y U89 o3laiie R POCTY)

“The people have three times: a time which has passed and will not return. A time that you are in;
therefore look at how it passes from you. A time you are waiting for and you may not reach it.”

Muhammad Ibn ‘Abd al-Baqi (5iz) said:
w..! 2 512@! J $yas £ o el Ciid @ plef g™
“and | do not know anytime that | wasted time of my life-span in vain speech and playing”

al-Dhahabi (4iz;) mentioned in the biography of ‘Abd al-Wahhab Ibn al-Wahhab Ibn
al-Amin:

"o 9 dxgs ol 4S5 9l Belyd VI Aol A ael B ¢ A gaza IS Al 1"

“His time was guarded; so that an hour would not pass except that he was engaged in reading, dhikr,
Tahajjud or listening”

This is how the Salaf were.

tditor’s Note

These notes hawve been compiled by av student and hawve not beerv
comprehensively reviewed by the teacher.
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